
 

 

LEGUME LABORATORY 

 

The scope of the laboratory is to extend the knowledge about identification of legumes, 
with theoretical and practical approaches for the study of their anatomical features. 

Morphological characteristics used by archaeobotanists to identify legumes are rarely 
illustrated or described. The earliest attempt to provide criteria for the identification of 
legumes from archaeological sites was that of Butler, in the early 2000’s, who studies 
pods and, later, seeds testa (Butler 2002, 2014).  

Among the most detailed study is that carried out by Fuller and Harvey who listed the 
criteria for the identification of archaeological seeds of Indian native legumes (Fuller & 
Harvey 2006). Around the same time, Tanno and Willcox analyzed in detail the anatomy 
of chickpea and faba bean seeds from a Pre-Pottery Neolithic site in northern Levant 
(Tanno & Willcox 2006). More recently, Caracuta and colleagues developed criteria for 
the identification of wild and domesticated legumes coming from Natufian and Pre-
Pottery Neolithic sites in Southern Levant (Caracuta et al. 2016, 2017). 

 

The laboratory session at the 18th IWGP conference is meant to provide archaeobotanists 
criteria for the identification of legumes coming from different ecological regions.  
Modern reference material will be compared to the archaeological samples to assess the 
effect of degradation on the anatomy of ancient specimens.  

Valentina Caracuta, Yoel Melamed will lead this laboratory session 
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